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The Ely Coucher Book is one of the great unpublished manuscript sources for the high 
middle ages. It was drawn up for the Bishop of Ely in 1249–50 to record information 
about his ‘churches, demesnes, meadows, pastures, woods, marshes and fisheries’, 
and provides an exceptionally detailed record of his manorial holdings. Its description 
of one of the most important episcopal estates in medieval England allows the reader 
the opportunity to step into the undrained medieval fenland landscape and to move 
among its inhabitants through its villages, their fields and fisheries. 

This translation of the returns for all seventeen of the bishop’s Cambridgeshire 
manors was made by Professor Edward Miller, author of the classic account of the Ely 
estate, but had yet to be made  ready for publication at the time of his death in 2000. 
That essential editorial work has been undertaken by Dr Frances Willmoth and Dr 
Susan Oosthuizen, who have chosen the evocative images to complement the 
description of each manor. 

Editorial:  Professor Edward Miller.  Editorial introduction.  Introduction to the text.  
Notes. Bibliography.  Glossaries.  Index of places. 
Texts:  English translations of the 17 Cambridgeshire fenland extents. 
x + 270 pages,  26 colour illustrations, 1 map.  246 x 190 mm.  Softcover. 
ISBN 978 0 904323 24 5                                                                 Price: £37.50  

Buy a copy from your local bookshop, The Cambridgeshire Collection, Central 
Library, or online from www. Genfair.co.uk, or by post using form below to: 

Philip Saunders, 21 Crowlands, Cottenham, Cambridge, CB24 8TE  

.......................................................................................................................................... 

Please send me .... copies of The Ely Coucher Book 1249-50 

I enclose a cheque made out to Cambridgeshire Records Society for £37.50 plus 
£2.50 for one copy and £1.00 for each additional copy.  Orders received before 31 
December 2015 will be sent free of postage charge. 

Name:  .............................................................................................................................. 

Address: ........................................................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................................................................... 

Email: .....................................................................Tel:................................................... 

Enquiries to Philip Saunders on 01954-250421 or email  paksaunders@talk21.com 

www.cambsrecordsociety.co.uk for information about the society, membership, etc. 


